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Welcome to Wasteless 2008

Dear Wasteless Members

Here we are again at a time of change and you will
all be aware of what's happening all around - in
nature (with warmest winter months on record and
sunniest February since records began), in the media
- and in our own Society

With the launch of Light Foot Enterprise CIC, Wasteless
Society has ‘given birth to a large and active baby’,
it is exciting to witness a new organisation come
info being. It seems the door is open to start new
sustainable businesses and ventures, so we await your
ideas and creativity.

Any help and feedback from our members is always
welcome. Meanwhile, the Wasteless Society confinue
fo survey houses in partnership with our new baby
Light Foot to lower the area’s carbon footprint, and
communicate Climate Change.
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CONTEMPLATION

2008 has brought arefreshed attitude to taking action,
with Light Foot taking on much of what we have
started it is also time to consider where the Wasteless
Society goes next. With this issue of the newslefter you
will find a short set of questions to canvass your views.
The Wasteless Society is waiting for your responses and
will feed back findings next issue. We also have the
opportunity to discuss / re-evaluate what exactly we
want from the wasteless Society. Ray Pahl has already
begun the discussion in this issue and you are invited
to join in.

Cheers, and a belated happy new year!

Rosa

Wasteless News

New Energy Organisation Approved

It was agreed at the WS AGM that a new organisation
should be set up to take on and develop the current
energy and climate projects run by the Wasteless
Society.

Light Foot Entferprises has been established as a
‘Community Interest Company’. This means it can
only ever work for the benefit of the communities it
finds itself within.

Whilst it is not infended to be a membership based
organisation there will be the opportunity to be
a supporter and keep in touch with it's work and
progress

The establishment of Light Foot is an exciting
move which will allow HES and community Carbon
Footprinting to develop to their full potential. The
Wasteless Society will still be involved in delivering HES
in the Bishop's Castle area.

If you'd like to be involved in Light Foot Enterprises
please contact Adam Kennerley on 01547 520304
or Dave Green 01588 638738. www.light-foot.org or
info@light-foot.org



Volunteer opportunities

Recycling at Crowgate

Its the volunteers (God bless em!) who have kept the
Crowgate Resources Group going for the last six and
a quarter years.

We have 12 committed volunteers, this is down form
our heyday of 24! Volunteers are rotored to do one
week every quarter.

Bags, particularly the cardboard and paper bags at
nearly 30 kg each are heavy, difficult fo move and
volunteers are needed to work in pairs.

Our urgent appeal is for more volunteers to work
with Andrew Groome: Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays and as a stand alone group we can just
afford to pay him.

Volunteers are always urgently required. Contact
Neil Hird on 01588 638379

(Not sexy work but very necessaryl!... think of all the
merit you'll acquire in green heaven - Ed!)

CROWGATE FACTS

Tonnage collected has grown considerably
particularly of cardboard. Last year the group
averaged about 4.8 tonnes per quarter or a third
of a fonne per week. The group now collects on
average 6.6 tonnes per quarter or half a tonne per
week. 2008's target is 9.75 tonnes per quarter or three
quarters of a fonne per week. Ambitious but can be
done. Apart from cardboard, paper is also collected
and with the household plastic bottles, cans are
collected.

CaePost are pleased to have the cans parficularly
the aluminium cans which are worth as much as
£600 per tonne. These are valuable and go to Alcan.
A pity we cannot get more value added to our
collection work.

Used dry cell batteries are collected at Whittals,
Church Street, Bishop's Castle and Davies’, Clun and
this collection goes well.

We have written to South Shropshire District Council,
(who are no longer a Waste Collecting Agency and
little interested in Crowgate). Bishop’s Castle Town
Council, headed by Jim Gaffney, Town Mayor and a
Society director has made a written request to take
over the management of the site with the Wasteless
Society as the operator. We hope for an answer in
the New Year.

Neil Hird
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Volunteer Coordinator

Thankyou to Kate
for now but see you
again soon....

Kate Evans has stepped down
from her post as Volunteer
Coordinator for a while and has
asked Rosa James fo take over
her job on a temporary basis.
Everyone aft HES and Wasteless
would like to say a big thank you
for all her hard work and efforts
for HES over the last 2 years.

HES

Energy Savings Add Up to a
Virtual Wind Turbine

Energy savings from the Household Energy Service
(HES) now add up fo the equivalent oufput of
a large wind turbine or small biomass plant for a
year. The saving of 2,650 tonnes of carbon dioxide
comes from loft and cavity insulations, new boilers,
low energy lightbulbs, sales of biodiesel and some
domestic renewable energy installations. The figures
have been calculated for the lifetime of the measures
installed but don'tinclude measures undertaken that
the HES team are unaware of and energy saved by
behavioural changes. The equivalent wind turbine
would be rated at 2.3 mega watts and would have
cost £2.3 million to installl The output from the planned
biomass plant in the fown would be similar.

Dave GCreen, HES manager says “these figures
show just how much can be achieved by energy
efficiency at very low cost. The scheme has proved
very popular and is being extended both locally and
to other communities. The initial funding from the
Energy Saving Trust ended in October but we will be
continuing using a mixture of donations, commissions,
sponsorship, grants and some commercial work™.

A final report is being written by MEA for the Energy
Saving Trust and a shortened version of this will be
available as a case study.
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Enterprises

Light Foot Enterprises Community Interest Company
has been inaurgurated, and HES fransfered to Light
Foot on February 1st 2008, Dave Green moved with
it

This will allow the further development of HES and
Community Carbon Footprinting enabling us to work
in many more communifies.

A volunteer surveyor's morning on Saturday 1st March
was held at the methodist Hall, Station Street. All
surveyors were invited. It began with the official launch
of Light Foot with press invited with Jim Gaffney, town
Mayor and Director of Wasteless cutting the ribbon.

HES is a hard working service, last quarter undertaking
44 surveys and 45 feedback forms, a thank you goes
out to all who took part.

If you want a household energy survey for your
property, or you know someone who would benefit
from this service, or you just want to find out more
about HES please get in touch.

Thank you

Dave Green

Energy Officer

Wasteless Society Household Energy Service,
Office 01588 638738

Mobile 078 116 95102

Home 01743 244150

Volunteer opportunities

New volunteer
surveyors wanted

Rosa James, having kindly taken on the role of
Volunteer Co-ordinator for HES, takes on the search
for more volunteers living in Bishop's Castle itself. There
are many from the outlying areas around Bishop's
Castle but, none in the town itself. If you would like
fo join her enthusiastic and inspiring team, please
contact Rosa telephone 01588 638738 or drop a note
into Enterprise House, Bishop's Castle.

Full training is given. Rosa recommends becoming a
volunteer, as she has been one since the beginning
of HES. Work involves undertaking energy surveys (by
laptop or on a paper) with only a minimum of one
survey a month as the ask.

Sponsors wanted

HES is looking for commercial sponsors, either locally
or over a wider area. Money is needed to train
volunteers and undertake further surveys. HES acts as
good example for other communities who want fo do
something about climate change.

Sponsorships or donations also help attract further
grant funding from Government agencies. If you're
involved in a business that might be interested please
contact Dave Green on 01588 638738 or write to HES
at Enterprise House.

DIY RENEWABLES

A new project for the new year. Any
body intersted in small DIY, Domestic
scale combined heat and power,
wind, solar or hydro? if so contact:-

Dave Gillen: 01588 640072
or email Jim Pratt:
jim.bc@homecall.co.uk



Members letters

Bit like waiting for buses this editor millarky! You wait
patiently for what could only be described as ‘years’
for the odd letter or two, then suddenly you don't
just get one but, a member then wanting to urgently
debate the subject in public, hurrah! And for those
who missed the flurry of ‘environmental passion’ in the
Bishop's Castle area here follows the letter and
responses. A meeting was held on February 12th

If you feel you missed out on your say and want to
addsomething further, please send your responses to
us - contact details back page also, we are enclosing
the much awaited 'Questionnaire’ as promised last
issue where your opinions are sought. Thank you

Following on from this, Wasteless Society will be holding
an open meeting for all members who care to attend
- this will be to consider the future of Wastelss Society

Dear Editor,

As a Wasteless Society member, | am struck by the
wide range of responses | have found in Bishop's
Castle when discussing environmental issues.

Onthe one hand, thereis akind of smug complacency
“I'm a Wasteless Society member, I've changed my
light bulbs and | take my waste to Crowgate.” i.e.
Subs paid, duty done, problem solved. On the other
hand, there are those who angrily resent being made
to feel guilty flying around the world for their pleasure
or amusement. “Why shouldn't 12 Merchant shipping
pollutes just as much”, and “wait until the Chinese or
Indians start being more responsible”. This attitude of
“Don’'t blame me mate, blame the big polluters” is
the opposite of the “every bit makes a difference”
school.

Certainly there are no clear answers. Those who
claim there is a technological fix for everything are
countered by those who say we've got to make
fundamental changes in the way we live. Hidden in
these debates are assumptions about maintaining
global levels of poverty and inequality, and the
question of overpopulation.

It's pretty clear that climate change is the greatest
challenge facing the planet but this challenge won't
be met if people simply get bored by the nerds or
overwhelmed by mountains of stafistics. Most of
the realistic solutions put forward by people such
as George Monbiot or the former chief scientist Sir

David King would involve strong political leadership.
At present our political leaders are simply afraid of
upsetting those who want the freedom to carry on
living without considering whether their actions help
fry the planet. Untfil there is a strong surge of public
opinion demanding radical solutions o a potentially
catastrophic situation nothing much will happen.

To my mind the main problem is political and the
associated huge shift in consciousness that is needed.
Hence, | believe that the Wasteless Society should be
primarily focussed on thinking and understanding
not simply changing light bulbs. Tinkering around
the edges — such as changing bulbs — can simply
let people off the hook for not campaigning more
vigorously for the Government to make more
fundamental changes and should perhaps be
likened to tidying the deckchairs on the Titanic. We
should face the true scale of the problem and not
provide soft comfort for ourselves.

Dr. R Pahl, Bishop's Castle

Dear Editor

After Dr Pahl’'s (somewhat hastily convened) meeting
last night following his letter in last week’s Journal, |,
as a fellow member of the Wasteless Society, support
him wholeheartedly in his infention to open a wider
debate and communication on the urgency of
climate change both locally and nationally.

| do feel though that he was unfortunate and
misguided in publicly criticising the implied ‘lack of
action’ in our group and might have been more
effective if he himself had offered at any time in the
last two or three years to volunteer for one of our
practical projects such as the Crowgate recycling
centre, the Household Energy Service or the Ludlow
Communication for Climate Change, all of which
are crying out for more help and fresh support. The
volunteers at Crowgate battle away with sorting
plastics and cardboard by hand and frying to deal
with flytipping on the site week after week and do
not deserve the epithet of ‘smug complacency’ but
instead should have a hearty round of applause for
their unsung, unrewarded efforts.

Similarly, the HES volunteers who carry out surveys and
tirelessly do their best to spread the message of the
need for energy conservation, without preaching and
alienating people by being ‘Greener than thou' as he
put it, also deserve our praise and support. None of us




are complacent about what we are trying to do and
we all know there is a desperate need for more action
if we are to make any difference to anything in this
mad consumerist world.

Dr Pahl's idea to propose a regular ‘Green column’
in the Marches regional newspapers, with enftries
from interested and informed local (or national)
contributors is a brilliant one and I'm sure | join with
all of our members in supporting him in making this
happen. He also suggested a '‘Green’ lobbyist to
monitor and chivvy our local councils and this foo is
well worth supporting, I'm sure our councillor Peter
Phillips, not to mention our Mayor Jim Gaffney, a
recent Green Party candidate and himself a director
of the Wasteless Society, will find this an extremely
innovative idea.

Yrs Kate Evans
Meeting with Ray Pahl Feb, 12t

Following his provocative article in the South
Shropshire Journal (and submitted to this newsletter),
a public meeting was called by the Wasteless Society
many members were among those people who
came to the debate. Most members came with @
defensive stance to debate Mr Pahl’s harsh crificism
of our “time-wasting and tinkering”, but the evening
mellowed....

Ray presented his opinions, drawing from several
sources such as the broadsheets, Private Eye, Sir David
King and George Monbiot. Ray is concerned about
local complacency and those who live extravagantly
thus counteracting all the minor measures we might
take. He urges us to stay informed of technical
developments, think laterally, be open-minded, vote
with our ballots, wallets and feet, checking out all
candidates’ views on climate change

Discussion arose about reaching the “unaware”
40%(2) of the population, and Ray reminded us that
“people who feel guilty are less likely to act”, whereas
an incentive can be “anything that enhances our
reputation” (Isn't it refreshing to have the sociologist’s
eye view over this challenge!)

Adam Kennerley conceded that most people
are conservative and can only change one step
at a time, whereas Evelyn underlined the priority to
persuade people to change fast. Kate Evans claims
it's the high-consuming ‘wealthy’ who must be
confronted,

Dave Green and Adam gave eloguent
descriptions of all the practical measures done over
the recent years in Wasteless Society, especially
by volunteers. Dave compared this favourably fo
‘Friend’s of the Earth’ in Shrewsbury, whilst highlighting
FOE's effectiveness on many national issues.

The most positive outcome of the meeting, | think,

is that Ray offered to initiate a regular column in a
local newspaper, citing stories of local events within
the context of the Bigger Picture towards a model
of change. He plans to invite local writers to another
meeting. General agreement!

My feeling was that this was a useful meeting —inspiring
(but hopefully not too complacent!) and proving that
we can summon strong loyalty and, with Ray Pahl’s
insights, display some far-sighted understanding of
the challenges we face.

A subjective view, by Rosa James

Members tips

Some tips for saving fuel

Driving is a major energy expense. To consume less
fuel here are some tips:

Quantify: Work out your monthly and annual fuel
consumption in miles, litres and cash. Look at it and
notfice how you feel about it.

Would you set yourself a challenge to reduce your
fuel consumption over the next months and years?
Here are some possible ways -

For any journey, ask yourself questions for example
‘Do | really need to go? Could | use public fransport
instead? Could | get a lift with someone else, or offer
one to someone? For short trips, could | walk or cycle
instead?

Regular shopping frips and other errands in the car
could be combined with another frip.

If organising an event to which several people wiill
drive, encourage them to share lifts2

Does your place of work encourage car-sharing? If
not, could you do to initiate one?

If you have to change your car, consider its fuel
consumption, there is more choice including hybrid
and electric! (The Gee-Whizz electric model is good
for regular short journeys)

If your vehicle uses diesel, investigate bio-diesel (now
available in Shrewsbury and Bishops Castle etc.) For
more info, visit www.biodiesel.co.uk or
www.journeytoforever.org




Member Interview

Sue Davies interviews Adam Kennerley,
Director of the Wasteless Society

1.When did you first get involved in the ‘Green
movement’ and why?

When my dad gave me a patch of the garden
| didn’t grow veg | made a hay meadow. When
they chopped the trees down to build apartments
opposite | figured something was out of balance. So
I guess that hints at when and why | gof involved in
environmental issues. And from there it has gone from
working with wildlife only to realising that if people
cause the problems then people have to solve them.
Hence spending so much time developing ways for
people to get involved and do something o redress
the balance.

2. Who are your green heroes/ role models/icons?
And who or what has influenced you the most in your
thinking about environmental matters?

| have met campaigners and polificians galore
who are aiming in the right direction | am simply not
convinced that they will get us where we need to
go. The journey is not one great big leap; it does not
involve a technical fix. It is one of many small steps
taken by the many and taken quickly (very quickly
please!) And so the true heroes are all those who
recognise the need for change and who have taken
the first steps.

3. How do you see your role in WS? And what do you
think WS will be focusing on a year from now?

It is this pathway of many people and many steps
that I hope | have helped lay out within the Wasteless
Society. Neil achieves it within the recycling at
Crowgate, Kaye has brought it about with the
infroduction of biodiesel. My work (along with the
many staff and volunteers) on the community

carbon footprint and now household energy service
do the same for what is now over 350 households.
What | hope | have added is the aspiration that such
enterprises are made available to others outside of
Bishop's Castle, and as we speak Light Foot is doing
just that. Whatever Light Foot goes on to achieve will
only have been possible as a result of the inspiration
and activity that has come together under the wing
of Wasteless.

As to where Wasteless goes from here, now that it has
given birth to a Light Foot baby, is up for discussion.
And as someone who has chaired the Society as it
has grown and moved in to energy efficiency and
now oversees the transfer to a dedicated community
company | think it is high time that the 150 members
of Wasteless make their voices heard.

5. How do you see the future?

For me the future involves taking more steps of my
own, continuing on that personal pathway to living
a lighter life, and working with others who wish to roll
out community ownership and action. Whilst it is all
too easy to consider the scale of the problem too
huge, | remain convinced that the only real solution
lies within our own hands, each and every one of us.
It does us no good to worry above those who seem to
do nothing. It does us all good to work with those who
are willing fo take steps.

Adam cycle electric at the 2007 Eco-fayre Presteigne



MEMBERS QUESTIONNAIRE: Please return this to Rosa by mid-March if possible, e-mail answers to:
rosaj@wasteless.co.uk Or by post to Old Post Office, Priestweston, Montgomery SY15 6DE Thank you!

ABOUT EDUCATION ABOUT WASTELESS

1. Have you always taken interest in 1. How long have you been a member of
environmental issues Yes .............. No.....cceeenn.. Wasteless Society?

2. If 'No’ what made you change and when? 2. Why did you join?

3. Did you recieve environmental education at 3. Has Wasteless Society improved your
school? What was the subject matter? knowledge of environmental issues.

a) At Primary - Yes .............. No....cccuu.ee. YES ovvvreeenn NO.vvrereenne

Comments

Subject

4. Has being a member of Wasteless Society

b) Seconday - Yes .............. No.............. made you think differently about the way you
live?
Subject
Yes .cceeeennns No....ccooveunnee.
Comments

4. Do you know of any of the following that are

good influences/ helped you understand 5) If you answered Yes, and as a consequence
environmental matters better / made you act have you made any changes to your life
differently ? (It can be present or past ) (however small - from energy saving light

bulbs to thinking about how you travel)?
a) Person Yes i [N YR
6) If you answered Yes to 5, can you describe
b) Organisation any of those changes.

c) Film

d) Book

ABOUT THE FUTURE

e) TV or Radio programme

1.What else can we do in Wasteless Society to
encourage local people to be more

5. What helps young people understand and environmentally aware?

then act on environmental issues?

2. What future practical projects would you like to
see the Wasteless Society in your area to make
leading a better environmental life easier?



Local Group contacts

Find Out whats happening in your area and what you
can take part in:

MEG is ‘Montgomery Energy Group' the contact: Mike
Membrey, 01686 668643 mikemem@tiscali.co.uk

SCC is ‘Strefton Climate Care’ the contact: Geoff
Hamby, 01694 723424 gesr@btinternet.com

TVEG of Knighton: Alice Goldstone 01547 520374 Will
O’ Leary 01547 528792 (Transition Towns) Anne Mary
(Fair Trade & Community Allotments) 01547 528833

Green Presteigne: Nigel Griffin 01544 267437 Richard
Pitts 01544 260048 (Transition Town)

LLES: Lianidloes area: Diana Berriman 01686 411128

Briley Environment Group: Ruth Morgan 01497
831702

Dates for your Diary

March

8th-9th March 9.30am -5pm

Greener Homes and Buildings National Exhibition

Royal Welsh Showground
www.greenerhomesshow.co.uk

Wednesday 12th, 7.30p.m
Marches Energy Agency
Three Tuns, Bishop's Castle

Wednesday 12th, 7.30p.m
World Cafe with Greenlinks
The Courtyard, Hereford.

Discussion and neftworking — meet some leading entrepreneurs
in sustainable business and lifestyles — sample delicious Fairtrade
chocolates! Details: www.herefordshiregreenlinks.info

April

Saturday 19th

Mark lynas, journalist and climate change writer will

Subscription renewal date

A reminder from Dennis Twist, Treasurer

So far, | have received about 2/3 rds of the
subscriptions due, so there is about another 50 to
come. I've had all those payable by standing order,
so it would be helpful if the remaining 50 members
would look through through the piles of paper that
they have put aside for later attention and send me
their cheques (or drop them in af the WS office at
Enterprise House in BC). Thank you!

Renewal subscriptions, unchanged at £12 minimum
(£9 concessionary) are due on 1st December. Thank
you for your continued support

ST

Wasteless Society, Enterprise House,
Station Street, Bishop's Castle, SY? 5AQ
Shropshire,

Tel: 01588 638738
e: info@wasteless.co.uk
w: www.wasteless.co.uk

Board Members

Kaye Chambers - 01588638569
Adam Kennerley - 01547 520304
Dennis Twist - 01588 640629

Jim Gaffney - 01588 638712

Newsletter editorial team

Rosa James - 01938 561404
Sue Davies - 01547 520304

Household Energy Service

Dave Green (Manager & Energy
Officer) - 01588 638738

Rosa James (Local Coordinator for
Bishop's Castle) - 01938 561404

be speaking in Church Strefton.Contact Dave Green for details

Wednesday 23 7:30pm
Brilley Village Hall
Brilley Environment Group event

Crowgate Recycling

Neil Hird - 01588 638379

Talk by Paul Richards of HERB FARMACY (Eardisley).

www.herbfarmacy.co.uk
Contact Ruth Morgan 01497 831702



